
NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ACT (EXCERPT)
Act 451 of 1994

PART 437
MICHIGAN GAME AND FISH PROTECTION TRUST FUND

324.43701 Definitions.
Sec. 43701. As used in this part:
(a) "Game and fish protection account" means the game and fish protection account of the Michigan

conservation and recreation legacy fund provided for in section 2010.
(b) "Gas" means a mixture of hydrocarbons and nonhydrocarbons in a gaseous state which may or may not

be associated with oil and includes liquids resulting from the condensation of those hydrocarbons and
nonhydrocarbons.

(c) "Mineral" means an inorganic substance that can be extracted from the earth, except for oil or gas, and
includes rock, metal ores, and mineral water.

(d) "Oil" means natural crude oil or petroleum and other hydrocarbons, regardless of gravity, which are
produced at the well in liquid form by ordinary production methods and which are not the result of
condensation of gas after it leaves the underground reservoir.

(e) "Trust fund" means the Michigan game and fish protection trust fund established in section 41 of article
IX of the state constitution of 1963 and provided for in section 43702.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;Am. 2001, Act 50, Imd. Eff. July 23, 2001;Am. 2004, Act 587, Eff. Dec.
23, 2006.

Compiler's note: Enacting section 2 of Act 587 of 2004 provides:
"Enacting section 2. This amendatory act does not take effect unless House Joint Resolution Z of the 92nd Legislature becomes a part

of the state constitution of 1963 as provided in section 1 of article XII of the state constitution of 1963."

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.43702 Michigan game and fish protection trust fund; establishment; composition.
Sec. 43702. In accordance with section 41 of article IX of the state constitution of 1963, the Michigan

game and fish protection trust fund is established in the state treasury. The trust fund shall consist of all of the
following:

(a) All assets of the game and fish protection trust fund immediately prior to the effective date of the
amendatory act that added section 2001.

(b) Bonuses, rentals, delayed rentals, royalties, and other revenues collected or reserved by the state under
leases or direct sale contracts in effect on or after April 7, 1986, entered into by the state pursuant to section
502, 503, or 33936 or section 12 of former 1909 PA 280, or any other law enacted for leasing for the purpose
of permitting extraction or removal of minerals, coal, oil, gas, or other resources from state owned lands, if
these bonuses, rentals, delayed rentals, royalties, direct sale proceeds, and other revenues accrue from lands
acquired by the state using revenues derived from the game and fish protection account, the game and fish
protection trust account created in section 4 of the Kammer recreational land trust fund act of 1976, former
1976 PA 204, federal funds made available to the state under 16 USC 669 to 669i, commonly known as the
federal aid in wildlife restoration act, or 16 USC 777 to 777l, commonly known as the federal aid in fish
restoration act, or related state or federal funds.

(c) Gifts, grants, bequests or assets from any source.
(d) Other revenues as authorized by law.
(e) Interest and earnings accruing from assets of the trust fund.
History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;Am. 2001, Act 50, Imd. Eff. July 23, 2001;Am. 2004, Act 587, Eff. Dec.

23, 2006.

Compiler's note: Enacting section 2 of Act 587 of 2004 provides:
"Enacting section 2. This amendatory act does not take effect unless House Joint Resolution Z of the 92nd Legislature becomes a part

of the state constitution of 1963 as provided in section 1 of article XII of the state constitution of 1963."

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.43703 Transfer of interest and earnings; manner of maintaining corpus of trust fund;
transfer of funds.
Sec. 43703. (1) The state treasurer shall transfer the interest and earnings from the trust fund to the game

and fish protection account.
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(2) Subject to subsection (3), the corpus of the trust fund shall be maintained by the state treasurer in a
manner that will provide for future transfers to the game and fish protection account from the trust fund's
interest and earnings.

(3) The legislature may annually appropriate and transfer not more than $6,000,000.00 from the corpus of
the trust fund to the game and fish protection account.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;Am. 2001, Act 50, Imd. Eff. July 23, 2001;Am. 2004, Act 587, Eff. Dec.
23, 2006.

Compiler's note: Enacting section 2 of Act 587 of 2004 provides:
"Enacting section 2. This amendatory act does not take effect unless House Joint Resolution Z of the 92nd Legislature becomes a part

of the state constitution of 1963 as provided in section 1 of article XII of the state constitution of 1963."

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.43704 Investment of trust fund; report on accounting of revenues and expenditures.
Sec. 43704. (1) The state treasurer shall direct the investment of the trust fund. The state treasurer shall

have the same authority to invest the assets of the trust fund as is granted to an investment fiduciary under the
public employee retirement system investment act, 1965 PA 314, MCL 38.1132 to 38.1140l.

(2) The department shall annually prepare a report containing an accounting of revenues and expenditures
from the trust fund. This report shall identify the interest and earnings of the trust fund from the previous year,
the investment performance of the trust fund during the previous year, and the total amount of appropriations
from the trust fund during the previous year. This report shall be provided to the senate and house of
representatives appropriations committees and the standing committees of the senate and house of
representatives with jurisdiction over issues pertaining to natural resources and the environment.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995;Am. 2001, Act 50, Imd. Eff. July 23, 2001;Am. 2002, Act 56, Eff. Sept. 21,
2002.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA

324.43705 Joint legislative work group; establishment; purpose; composition; membership;
appointment; service; vacancy; first meeting; quorum; compensation; assistance and staff
support; report.
Sec. 43705. (1) A joint legislative work group on game and fish program revenue is established.
(2) The work group shall consist of representatives of the house and senate standing committees with

primary responsibility for natural resources issues and the house and senate appropriations subcommittees on
natural resources. Members shall be appointed on a bipartisan basis by the speaker of the house of
representatives and the senate majority leader. The work group shall also include representatives of the
natural resources commission and other interested parties.

(3) The members first appointed to the work group shall be appointed within 30 days after the effective
date of the 2004 amendatory act that amended this section.

(4) Each member of the work group shall serve at the pleasure of the speaker of the house of
representatives or the senate majority leader, whichever appointed the member.

(5) If a vacancy occurs on the work group, the vacancy shall be filled in the same manner as the original
appointment was made.

(6) The first meeting of the work group shall be called by the senate majority leader. At the first meeting,
the work group shall elect from among its members a chairperson and other officers as it considers necessary
or appropriate. After the first meeting, the work group shall meet at least quarterly, or more frequently at the
call of the chairperson or if requested by 2 or more members.

(7) A majority of the members of the work group constitute a quorum for the transaction of business at a
meeting of the work group. A majority of the members present and serving are required for official action of
the work group.

(8) Members of the work group shall serve without compensation. However, members of the work group
may be reimbursed for their actual and necessary expenses incurred in the performance of their official duties
as members of the work group.

(9) Assistance and staff support to the work group may be provided by the house and senate fiscal
agencies.

(10) By December 31, 2004, and annually thereafter, the work group shall issue to the members of the
legislature a report on game and fish program revenue. The report shall include, but need not be limited to, tax
credit issues and alternative funding options to establish stable sources of long-term financial support for
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game and fish protection programs.
History: Add. 2001, Act 50, Imd. Eff. July 23, 2001;Am. 2004, Act 311, Imd. Eff. Aug. 27, 2004.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA
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